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AUSTIN METAL DETECTING CLUB

(Since 1963)
111 Live Oak Drive, Wimberley, TX 78676
Membership: $20.00

* % %

January 2013

Happy New Year!

We hope that you had a wonderful Christmas and are looking forward to the many opportunities of

the New Year.

Meeting Information:
Place - Woodlawn Baptist Church

4600 Manchaca
Date — January 10" 2013
2" Thursday of each month
Time - 7:00 pm
Room - M - 103/104

Officers:

President — Mary Prause 512-670-9645
Vice Pres — Dennis Gans 512-944-8929
Treasurer — Scott Hegel
Secretary/Newsletter — Blaine Nelson
512-722-3148 punkin4048@aol.com

Executive Committee:
Lee Presley, Mark Kubiak,
Mike Stafford, Leon Prause
Daniel and Susie Mireles,
Jim Lawhon 512-632-3139

Club Dues - 2013 dues are due!

Please bring your dues money to the
meeting this month or mail to Scott Hegel,
139 Fairwood Dr., Georgetown, TX 78628
Dues remain at $20 again this year!

A Word From Our New President:

Happy New Year!

I am honored to be the 2013 President of the AMDC
and hope we will all have a happy, healthy and safe
year.

It will be the start of the 2013 Find of the Month
competition. We will be including items from the
meeting in November to the January meeting, so bring
all of your finds from that time. If you are new to the
competition, bring your items and talk with Daniel and
Susie Mireles, who are running the FOTM. They will
be glad to help you with figuring out the categories, etc.
Who knows? You could be the next yearly winner!
And it is always interesting to see what everyone finds.

Our state meeting of the Texas Association of Metal
Detecting Clubs will be held April 12 -14 in Longview.
You can see more information at
http://www.tamdc.org/2013-Convention-Info.html If
you have never attended one of the meetings, I urge you
to attend and meet other club members, attend metal
detecting seminars, and shop metal detectors and related
vendors. And it’s really fun! We are currently looking
for volunteers to help plan and man (or woman) our
booth, so if you are interested, contact Jim Lawhon.

Hope to see everyone Thursday, January 10, Woodlawn
Baptist Church at 7 PM sharp!

Mary Prause
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January Meeting

To start the New Year we have a program about Metal Detectors. Larry and Scott will go over the features
of the Garrett AT-Pro and demonstrate its use. Club members are encouraged to bring their own detector
and say a few words about their machine. We will have ample time for Questions and Answers!

will also have our Find of the Month competition featuring items found since the November meeting.

Meet Your Officers

PRESIDENT - Mary Prause has been married to Leon for 42 years!! She is the mother of two kids and
three beautiful grandkids. Mary retired in Nov. 2011 after working for 38 years at UT.

Mary started detecting about 5 years ago, and got into it at the urging of Leon, who had already become
involved. Both Mary and Leon have been active club members, serving on the Board and taking charge of
various projects, i.e. our club booth at the show. Mary enjoys serving as a member of the AMDC Search
Team. Mary’s new machine is a Garrett AT-Pro.

The Treasure Hunter of the Year award(s) will be presented, so you won’t want to miss this meeting! We %

VICE PRESIDENT - Dennis Gans Grew up in a military family and continuing the tradition of moving on his
own, he has lived in six states and five countries. He began his education, and later high school, while
living in Ft. Sam Houston and attended Texas A&M University, graduating in 1971. His first career,
construction management, took him to the ends of the earth. The second was in the computer industry,
including 13 years with Hewlett-Packard. Dennis met his wife Carol in Colorado and were married 26 years
ago. Son Erik was born while they lived in California and is now living here in Austin. After moving back to
Texas 10 years ago and settling in Lakeway, Dennis worked for the Texas Attorney General’s Office and
later as a Business Analyst Consultant. He retired on April Fools’ Day last year and now has the time to
pursue interests in gems, minerals, and old coins. Dennis took up metal detecting about 12 years ago and
currently has two Garrett detectors, a GTl 2500 and an AT Gold.

SECRETARY - Blaine Nelson started detecting in 2002 and has been an active AMDC member since that
time. Blaine has one grown daughter and is retired from the State of Texas - Dept. of Human Services after
working 30 years. She and Frank recently moved out to Wimberley to get out of the hustle and bustle, and
built a new home this year. Blaine loves water detecting, and her favorite machines are her Tesoro Tiger
Shark, and Tesoro Cortez. Other interests include nature, volunteering and rooting for the NE Patriots. She
is a member of the AMDC Search Team, and has served as an officer for the Texas Council. Blaine is also
a member of the Granite State Treasure Hunters club in New Hampshire and participates in activities there
whenever possible.

TREASURER - Scott Hegel has served as our Treasurer for almost 20 years! He has been a member of
AMDC since 1987 and loves detecting. Scott is married to Sherrie and has 4 grown children and 4 grand
children. Scott has also served on Executive Committee of the Texas Council of Treasure Clubs, and is a
member of the AMDC Search Team. He has handled our Find of the Month Contest for the past several
years, and is always willing to help with a program, locating a site, etc.

Next month’s issue will feature “Meet The Board”



Looking Back at 2012

Boy, the year has gone fast! It was a busy one for AMDC, peppered with club hunts, volunteer projects,
participation in the Council Show and social gatherings. Here is just a glimpse of what we accomplished in
12:

Club Hunts at Camp Ben McCulloch (2), Elgin City Park, and the big competition hunt at the show
Service Projects/Community Participation at Kerrville Lion’s Camp,

Social Gathering at Blaine and Frank’s and the annual club Christmas Dinner.

Participation at the Texas Council Show in Bryan. We had a great turnout of club members
attending and assisting with our club booth at the show.

* Garage Sale and cookout held at Jim’s to raise funds for the club

* Club Programs on Civil War Tokens, Bottle Collecting, How to Use Your Detector, Coils, Detecting

Skills, and Marble Collecting, Doing a Deep Web Search, Wireless Headphones

¢ Competition Hunts — members participated in the TAMDC satellite hunt, and the Lone Star Club,
Cow Town Treasure Club, and H.A.R.C. (Houston) Club Competition Hunts.

* Lost and Found — our Search Team has had a successful year in locating lost items for people in the
community. We are putting together a book to detail these efforts which should be ready for the
Show.

December Meeting:
The December meeting was devoted to the holiday dinner where members had time to socialize and enjoy
the good food and festivities.

We had another successful club fund raiser thanks to members who brought donated items for this activity.
This fund raiser has become a club tradition at the Christmas dinner. Everyone won at least one item, and
many had several prizes to take home!

Executive Meeting
Our meetings are the first Thursday of each month at 6:00 at Bill Miller’s Bar-B-Q, 1-35 and Wells Branch
Parkway. Everyone is welcome!

Lost and Found Efforts

In December we had three requests for assistance to locate lost items. The first search was conducted by
Blaine to locate a lost hearing aid in the woods. The owner spotted the hearing aid while Blaine was
detecting. Jim Lawhon conducted the second search, and was successful in locating a lost men’s wedding
ring in the back yard. Blaine attempted the third search — to locate a buried septic switch, but found
everything BUT the switch. We later heard that the owner located it — in another area!

Congratulations to the search team! We have more success stories to add to the club portfolio.

AMDC Website

Remember to check our web site often to see what’s there! Our web site is:
http://www.amdconline.com




New Year’'s Resolutions?

You can help our club in a number of ways. Here are just a few:

Attend club meetings

Offer to help with a program or locate a speaker

Participate in activities — Find of the month, club hunts etc.
Invite a friend to a meeting

Support the club fund raisers

Be a good example to others, both within and outside the club

% Help with committees and special projects %
Share your ideas and expertise — offer to speak at a meeting, or contribute to the newsletter
Help locate sites for club hunts - keep your eyes/ears open!
Upcoming Events:

Help club with our booth and attend Texas Treasure Show
Keep informed. Check our website often and read newsletters and club email
Volunteer to serve as an Officer or Board member next year!

February 24 — Houston Club (H.A.R.C.) Competition Hunt at Galveston

March 2 — East Texas Club Competition Hunt

April 13-14, 2013 — Texas Association of Metal Detecting Clubs Annual Show — Longview, TX.
May 4 — AMDC Garage Sale (date tentative)

June — Texas Lions Camp Volunteer Project (dates to be announced)



Zinc- kers — Love Um, or Leave Um? (a story by your editor)

Ah — the infamous zinc penny! When out detecting, they seem to be EVERYWHERE. So what do
we do with them?

A little history of the penny - If your Lincoln Memorial penny has a date before 1982, it is made of
95% copper. If the date is 1983 or later, it is made of 97.5% zinc and plated with a thin copper
coating.

Chronology of the metal composition of the one-cent coin:

» Composition was pure copper from 1793 to 1837. %
* From 1837 to 1857, the cent was made of bronze (95% copper and 5%% tin and zinc).

* From 1857, the cent was 88% copper and 12% nickel, giving the coin a whitish appearance.

» The cent was again bronze (95% copper, and 5% tin and zinc) from 1864 to 1962. (Except that in
1943 only, the coin's composition was changed to zinc-coated steel due to the critical use of

copper for the war effort. A limited number of copper pennies were also minted in 1943.)

* In 1962, the cent's minimal tin content was removed, the composition becoming 95% copper and
5% zinc.

* This formula remained until 1982, when the composition became 97.5% zinc and 2.5% copper
(copper-plated zinc). Cents of both compositions appeared in that year.

The problem with the zinc-ker is that they tend to deteriorate quickly. When we find them
detecting, they are often starting to deteriorate. Not only do the edges start to get eaten away, but
dirt and calcium etc. cling to the penny and make it almost impossible to clean.

What is the verdict for these problematic pennies? When we target a zinc-er, do we let them lie in
peace to continue to deteriorate, or carefully retrieve to take them home and scrub and clean?
The value of the zinc-ker is in the eye of the beholder.

Here’s my take on it. When at a playground, working in wood chips or pea gravel, | will pick them
up; the rationale being — they are easy to retrieve and likely still in good condition. When the zinc-
ker is in the ground, forget it. Nine times out of ten it will be corroded, eaten away and otherwise
unusable. For this “treasure” you get to bend down, waste batteries on your pin pointer, and time
you could be detecting a more valuable treasure.

My vote — Leave Um!

Blaine



Find of the Month

Name :

U.S. COIN:

FOREIGN COIN:

TOKEN:

RING:

JEWELRY:

ARTIFACT:

TOY:

BUTTON:

MOST UNUSUAL:

NON-METAL:

OLDEST U.S. COIN:

OLDEST U.S. CENT:

MOST VALUABLE U.S. COIN:

DISPLAY
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